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They thoughtthey sawa flying saucer...
LONDON, Wednesday: London had its.ownflying saucer scare

today when thousandsof peoplestoppedin the streetsto watch
a mysterioussilver object floatinghigh in the sunshine.

It was
variously

des
cribed as pear-shaped

and boomerang-shaped

Switchboardsat the Air
Ministry, Police Headquar
ters, and newspaperoffices

were jammedby calls.

Meteorological experts
studiedthe thing for over
an hour from the roof of
the Air Ministry building.

Then came the official

explanation- it was a
60-ft.-wideballoon re
leasedby

scientists
at Car

dington. Bedfordshire, for
cosmic radiation research.

Drop equipment
It carried photographic

plates and was expected
eventuallyto reach a
heightof 100,000ft. before

a timing apparatuswould

this afternoondrop the
scientific equipmentby

parachute somewhere in
Western England.
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Prof.C. F. Powell, of
Bristol University,said it
was the biggestballoon
they had ever launched.

When askedwhat.hap
pened to the balloonwhen
the equipmentwas released,

Prof. Powell explained
blandly:"It driftson and.
becomesflying saucersover
half a dozen different

countries."-AAP.-


